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 24 August 2020 

 

To whom it may concern 

 
RE:  DAVID THOMAS 

 

By way of introduction, I am the CEO of The Executive Connection (TEC).  TEC provides 

professionally facilitated group meetings and mentorship to build better leaders and better 

business outcomes for our members. With over 1,000 members, we work with small to 
medium sized businesses in Australia and New Zealand. TEC has an affiliation with 

Vistage, a global organisation in over 30 countries.  

 

I first met David when I heard him speak at a business event in 2014.  I was impressed 

with his presentation and invited him to speak at the national TEC Member Conference in 
2015. His presentation received good feedback at the time, both for his message and the 

way it was delivered, at a time when the Australia-China relationship was at its peak. 

David’s sound understanding of the opportunities for Australian and New Zealand 

businesses in China and the value of a deep understanding of China’s strategy, both 

inbound and outbound, resonated particularly well with our audience. 

 
Since then David has spoken at many of our private group meetings and has been 

regarded as the most credible speaker on China within the TEC community since 2008.  

His presentations have received consistently high ratings from what is a discerning group 

of business leaders. My own experience of David as an expert in the area has been 

appreciation of the value that he brings due to his perspectives on the opportunities and 
challenges in conducting business from both the Australia and China viewpoint. 

 

He has also been a guest on the TEC LIVE podcast, where I interview thought leaders on 

economic trends, business challenges and leadership insights.  David’s passion that ‘every 

SME business must have a China strategy’ has resonated with many in our community 
and I believe has relevance for the broader Australian business community. David’s 

message transcends the somewhat superficial information available to those Australian 

businesses researching ways to expand into China.  

 

David is an excellent relationship builder and a passionate communicator and I 
wholeheartedly endorse his application to lead the ACBC at this critical time in the 

Australia-China relationship. As the CEO of ACBC he would be a very welcome partner to 

TEC and a valuable resource for our members. 

 

Should you require any further information, please feel free to contact me. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Stephanie Christopher 

Chief Executive Officer 


